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VIGILAJTTIUS-No. II. 
ViCliANTins* had hitherto seen the working of the 
monastic system as it exhibited itself in the cold regions 
of Gaul, or in the sequestered valleys of the Apennines : 
but he was now about to journey to the East, and there 
witness the strong contrast between the fervent, though 
misguided, piety of the Western, and the dogmatical 
bitterness of the Oriental Church. TJp to this period of his 
history, there is no evidence that Vigllantius had openly 
opposed himself, either in argument or by his writings, 
to the corruptions which he afterwards denounced- The 
errors of his friends Sulpicius and Paulinus were softened 
and palUated by the kiudness, the geutls manners, and 
tbe unquestionable piety that marked all their words and 
actions ; and thus their meek devotion and affectionate 
charity ma-y have reconciled Vigilantias in some degree 
to their unseriptural worship, and made him more 
indulgent towards their p.iganised religion. But 
when he came to encounter simitar errors in bigots, 
whose uncharitable bitterness was enough to render 
even their virtues repulsive, then his spirit, like that of 
St. Paul at Aihens, was stirred within him. He saw 
the Eastern monks wholly given to superstitions, which 
had a sure and inevitable tendency towards idolatry in 
its grossest form ; and he began to devote his mind to 
the Btady of the Word of God, and to gird up his loins 
for the combat. 

In the year a.d. 390, Vigllantius left Campania for 
Palestine, as the bearer of a letter from Paulinus to the 
celebrated Jerome, whose extraordinary talents and 
learning gave him nnbounded influence in the Church, 
not only in his own time, but for many centuries after- 
wards. We can easily imagine the impatience, mingled 
with dread, with which Vijjilant'us looked forward to his 
£rst interview with this remarkable individu.tl ; and the 
associations connected with the spot where they were to 
meet must have added greatly to the interest which he 
felt in undertaking ajourncy to Palestine. 

The pilgrim of ancient times, or the traveller in more 
modem days, whose piety or cariosity may have led him to 
visit the scene of our blessed Lord's nativity, had to p.iss, in 
his way from Jerusalem, a succession of rounded hills, 
occasionally stretching into long undulating ranges, which 
are called in Scripture " the hill country of Judea" (Lukei. 
63), and which in spring are covered with a blaze of scarlet 
flowers of all kinds — anemones, wild tulip«, and poppies, 
intermingled with daisies, and the wild flower called the 
star of Bethlehem. On descending the slope of the hill 
which shelters the village from the north, the traveller ar- 
rives at the entrance of a dark passage, excavated out 
of tbe limestone rock of which the hilf of Bethlehem is 
composed. If he follows the windings of that long sub- 
terranean gallery, he will find himself at its close in a 
rough chamber hewn out of the rock. .In this cell, in all 
probability, lived and died the eminent man whom Vigi- 
lantias c.ime to visit-— the only one of the many hermits 
and monks, from the time of Constantine to the present 
day, sheltered within the rocky sides of the cave of Bethle- 
hem, whose name has travelled beyond the limits of the 
Holy land. Here, for more than thirty ye-trs, close beside 
what he believed to he literally the cradle of the Christian 



" k>e liiive a^aiu to expreas our ackuowledumenta to JL>r Uiiiv'i 
UcniOTiala of YigUaatiua. Laaioa, liH. 



faith, Jerome fasted, prayed, dreamed, and studied ; here 
he gathered ronnd him his devoted followers in the small 
communities which formed the beginning of conventual 
life in Palestine ; here was composed that famous transla- 
tion or revision of the Scriptures whi» h is still the " Vul- 
gate Bible" of the Latin Church ; here that fiery spirit 
which Jerome had brought with him from his Dalmatian 
birthplace,'' and which had been first roused to religious 
fervour on the banks of the Moselle, vented itself in the 
flood of treatises, letters, and commentaries, which he 
poured forth from his retirement, to terrify, exasperate, 
and enlighten the Western world." 

When Vigllantius arrived at the cell of Jerome, he 
found the ascetic redase dad in sordid apparel and of a 
very dirty exterior. It was one of Jerome's maxims (in 
which, as every traveller knows to his cost, the swarms of 
modern Italian monks appear practically to concur with 
him) that cleanliness of body is uncleanliness of soni, and 
that an unw.ished skin is preferable to frequent ablutions.'' 
The face of the monk was pale and haggard. He had been 
slowly recovering from a severe illnes,', and was wasted to 
a shadow. Long fasting, habitual mortification, and the 
vexation which perpetual disputation occasions, had given 
an air of gloominess to his countenance which accorded 
but iil with his boast, that his cell to him w.is like an ar- 
bour in the garden of Eden. But though his figure was 
attenuated and downcast, and his face pale and emaciated, 
yet a brightness shot from his keen eye, which told of the 
fieiy spirit that bnmcd within that feeble frame. Vigllan- 
tius, like most others on their first introduction to tliis 
austere reoluse, shrunk instinctively from the severe and 
penetrating look that was fixed upon him, notwithstanding 
ihj real kiudness with which Jerome welcomed him to 
Bethlehem. 

As was the custom with every pilgrim who visited the 
scene of the Nativity, Vigilantias hastened to the cpots 
which tradition asserted to have been the very scenes of the 
Saviour's first aboile on earth ; though, indeed, they were 
no lons;cr identical cither in character or appearance The 
site of the humble jnn where Christ was lorn was occupied 
by a church. The cottage where Joseph and Mary are 
said to have dwelt, after the birth of Je.-:us, was replactid 
by a shrine. The green turf of the Lil! side, where the 
shepherds are supposed to have been watching their flocks 
by night, when the angels announced the birth of the pro- 
mised Kodeemer, had made way for the stono work of a 
chapel.' Nay, more, Vigllantius was assured that certain 
remains of wood. work were portions of the very manger 
in which Christ was born. It is probable that the exhi - 
bitioQ of these objects, some of which bore visible traces of 
imposture, helped to remove from his mind some credulous 
feelings which, in common with his friends Paulinus and 
Sulpicius, he had hitherto entertained. 

In a letter which Jerome wrote to Paulinus, after the 
arrival of Vigllantius, he speaks in the highest terms of his 
new guest. "You will learn," said he, ''from the holy 
presbyter Vigllantius with what oageniess I received him. 
it is betlcr that you should have it from his own mouth 
than from my letter." The expression " holy presl)yter" 
is a proof that up to the period at whioli this letter was 
written Vigllantius stood high in the favour of all who 
knew him. What, then, was the first cause of the coldness 
of Jerome, which soon degeneraicd into bitter rancour and 
hatred? 

Amid the scanty materials which wo possess for a bio- 
graphy of Vigilantias, or even for an outline of his his- 
tory, we are obliged to draw our conclusions more from 
the general line oi conduct which he pursued than from 



*> Jerome was horj under the.reign of the Kmpc-ror Constantine, at 
Stridon, a town on the c intines ot Oalmatia i\ijd Paniiouij. From 
hence he obtained the name of Stridoneiisis. by m hicb l;e is frequent y 
designated. 

^ The b. -St description of Bethleiicm .ind t!i2 Gro'toof theXativity 
will be found in Stanley's "Sinai and r.il»stiDe;" Lon on, 185>, to 
ft-hich learned and interesting work we are indebted for many oi the 
abore particuUrs. 

■i Tlie editors of Jerome, stMnge'y enough, direct special attention 
to tUi (ulloaing passages of his worlis: ■■.Muiiditi.ini corporis atque 
vestaus, anini.Ti ease immunditiam." Oper. Hier. lo.Tl iv. p. 6^8 
(cleanliness of person and apparel, isuncU-ann ss of the soul!). Ad 
Tictrices sordes redtt, omnibus stccuii culli'ousniundiores. — lb. p. 561. 

* The classical reader will recollect Juvenal's expression of regret 
for a similar alteration in the cave of Kgerla — 
QudnLO prEBstiir.tius es-et 
Nomen aqna;, viridl si nurjiinc clauderet undas 
Herba, nee ingenuum violareat fflarmo.''a topbum. 
—Sat. III. 18. 



the minute incidents which marked the progress of his life, 
and of which we are almost entirely ignorant We know 
tliit, at a later period, he protested loudly against the celi- 
bacy, the pilgrimages, the austerities, and the saint and 
relic-worship, which his religious friends took such pains 
to promote. We know, also, that he began to declare 
himself against the ecclesiastical system which character- 
ized the Church at that time very soon after his visit to 
Jerome, hilving failed to do so with the same openness and 
earnestness during his familiar intercourse with Sulpicius 
and Paulinus. We are, therefore, led to the conclasion 
that it was the sourness and controversial bitterness which 
he ob erved in Jerome that first opened the eyes of Vigl- 
lantius to the real evils of the monastic system. Nothing 
betrays the unseriptural character of asceticism in all its 
forms more than that want of real charity >vhich is in- 
separable from it when it is carried out to its full extent. 
While St. Paul was a Pharisee, and partook of tin? harfli- 
ness and bigotry of that sect, he was fierce and unrelenting ; 
but, when he embraced the Gospel, he became pre-eminent 
for benevolence, and besought his converts " by the moek- 
uess and gentleness of Christ." How unlike to St. Paul's 
was the unhallowed and intemperate Z'^al of Jerome, w'lose 
mmd seemed to be in a perpetual state of agitalroii, and who 
uttered and penned the bitterest invectives, within .sij^lit of 
Christ's birth-place, and while many hours of evury day 
were allotted to devotion ! Vigllantius knew well that 
Jerome never failed to repeat the appointed hynms or 
prayers at canonical hours, at daybreak and evening, as 
well as at the third, sixth, and ninth hours ; that lie rose 
two or three times in the night to pray, and that he would 
neither touch a morsel of food, nor go out of nor return 
to his cell without repeating bis prayer ;' and yet ho 
could not perceive in Jerome either " love, joy, poice, 
long .suflbring, gentleness, or meekness," which St. P.vul 
d clarcs to be tho geunino "fruits of the Spirit" (Gal. 
v. 22). We need not dwell further on the cflect which 
the embroiled life and angry conversation of such an 
ascetic recluse were likely to have upon a strangei' who 
aent to Bethlehem in search of a perfect rule of holiness 
and spiritual hapjiiness. Jerome, and the system which li» 
advocated, were reciprocally reflected in each other ; jtiul 
the eyes of Vigilantias were opened' to the defects of both." 

From Bethlehem, Vigilnntius wont to Jerus.al-.ni. belorc 
he finally took leave of Jeruuie. A sojourn in the Holy 
City, towards the close of the fourth te;itiiry, was more 
likely than anything else to make a.n iinravournble im- 
pression upon a mind which had begun to entertain doubn 
respecting the soundness of the ccclesi.istieal .\vstem 
of uhicli Jerome was such an ardent defender. J'.iuiiiius, 
she Lelovtd friend of Vigllantius, h^id once expressed an 
an.xious wish to live and die in Jercsalem ; and a pilgrimage 
to the Holy City was then the aspiration of many devout 
men ; because it was believed to give a foretaste of'tho holy 
rest reserved for the people of God, after their labours on 
earth .ire over. To be prostrate before the very cro s on 
which Christ suflered — to im.tgiue the Savioiir'su^pended 
upon it — to enter the sepulchre whiro His body lay — to 
k'ss the stone that was rolld away by angels at His resur- 
rection—to be in that upper room" where the Holy Gliost 
descended on the early diseiples : what Christian (it was 
thought by many) could bo tlius highly favoured, without 
drinking more deeply of the waters of life, and being puri- 
fied both in body and soul ? 

There are no writings of Vigllantius remaining t > tell 

t Virte Optr. Ilieron. To n. iv., il , p. 4G. 

•t it Is amusing ti read th^ characteristic remarks which Dr. New- 
man makes on those repulsive features ot Jcfome's taaracter wr,icli 
we have luiticei.' above. " A word or two abouLSr. Jvrt m :. 1 do not 
scru))le, then, to say, that, teen h: not a sni/i!^ there are tilings in hia 
wrilin>;s and views ironi which I should shrink; bnr, as the ca?e .-land', 
I sluink rather from putting myself in oppos-tion to s jmethin;,' like a 
judf^niiei't of tlie Catholic world in favour of his sainM itcrfection. I 
cannot, indeed, force n:ys- If to .ippruve or like again t ii.y jadgment 
or reeling ; biu I can receive things in faith against boll, the one and 
r!ie other. .-Vnd I am Mi'Iing tu lake certain cliarac:enstict> cf this 
learned and liigiily gifted man on faith; and tft're is I'er/t 7'S tie^d of 
U'lM cxerdse of this kind."— Church of the fathers, pp. -i(;:i, -1^4. 
(I he iialirs, we may observe, are our own.) It woulc*, we imagine, 
be no Very easy ta-sk for Dr. Newman to pioduce -the Judgment 
iif the Catholic worl ,'* in favour of Jerome's 'suiiitly peiiection." 
Faith may lead us lo believe in the truth of doctrloe.s which are 
above oar reason; but ii is surely a perreision o( language to say, 
that railing accusations are to bo taken as an evidence cfChristlau 
cUariry, in spite of the plainest evidence to the contrary- 

1" It was tlie belief of thai day that all these thinijS were yet to he 
seen In Jerusalem.— Vide Opcr. Hieion. Epitt. 8(5, ad tnstocli., toir . i<r. 
pp. 673-674. 
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tu what war hi* disappoj|itment «)ieii-iie Tirited. ,/eru- 
salem, except one ^hoct senienca -wtiitk has kein pre- 
(erred. in ral'erence to the' useles^vesa of pilgriiMges to 
the Holy Ctty. But Jerome, fa«tui»ttly, has teft us a 
graphic picture or the condition of Jerasufem, ill the very 
year in which the Gnllic presbyter visited it as a pilgrim. 
" Soldier$ and harlots, mimiet and buffoom. and every- 
thing else that«warms in otber^dtias, snarms h«re. It is 
f nil of all sorts of p3ople, atifl you are so annoyed by mnl- 
titndes of both segscs, ttet .what you may escape elsewhere 
you are compelled to endure here."' Who can wonder, 
then, that Vigiiantius was first disappointed, and after- 
wards disgusted, at Jerusalem, and that he laarned to 
detest the tbonght of jjilgrimages on tlie sput which he 
saw to be polluted by vice, in its- grossest and most re- 
TOltlng form? 

We have seen reason to infer that Vigiiantius quit- 
ted Bethlehem with his opinion of Jerome somewhat 
ihaken. " He went away hastily ," uAA Jerome ; 
" and bis stay was so short that it was only a pagsing 
Tisit.'' Up to this time nothing had appeared injuri- 
ous to the character ot Vigiiantius; on the contrary, 
he was spoken of by Jerome in terras of respect "If 
they did not part on good terms," writes Tillemont, " I 
do not see how Jerome could speak of him ai if he was 
a 'holy priest.' "J It is uncertain whither Vigiiantius 
first directed bis steps after leaving Palestine; but 
there is no doubt that he visited Egypt, and then em- 
barked for Italy. From Nola, after leaving his letters 
fcr Paulinus, he made an ovf rland journey to his own 
country at the foot of the Pyrenees, on the Gallic side 
of the mountains ; and his route lay through the Coltian 
Alps, which separate Italy from Dauphloe and Pro- 
Tence.^ The valleys on each side of this vast barrier 
between Gaul and Italy, comprising the country about 
Brianfon and Embrun on the western, and Fenestrelle, 
Pignerol, and Angrognaon the eastern side, have been 
the strongholds of the Waldenses, and of those who 
opposed themselves to corrupt ductrines in favour at 
Rome, from very early times, before the term Waldenses 
came into use. 

The fact of Vigiiantius having passed through this 
district on his way to hfs own ciuntry at the foot of the 
Pyrenees has been advanced in evidence of some con- 
nection between him and the ancestors of the people 
who, in these secluded valleys, still protest against cleii- 
cal vows, relic worship, and other similar errors. If 
tills were a solitary link in the chain, by which it has 
been sought to bind together the history of Vigiiantius 
with that of the Protestants of Dauphine and Piedmon', 
it would scanely be worth notice. But other links 
have been produced, both by Protestant and Roman 
Catholic writers ; and though we cannotnowstop tudwell 
on ttiem, it is interesting to kno.v, that, even at that re- 
mote time, there was a race of penple in those wild and 
sequestered regions opposed to those ascetic austerities 
by which, in later agej, the whole system of the western 
Church was so fatally corrupt'.d. 

Vigiiantius remained quietly in his own country for 
many month* after his return from Palestine, and de- 
Totetl himself to sacred stuiits. About the close of the 
fourth century (for we cannot be quite certain as to the 
year) he published a treatise, criticising the opinions of 
Jerome on the questions relating to Origen, which at 
that time were the sulyect of warm disputes in the 
Church. Jerome could not forgive the boidncss of this 
attack. From thencelbrwanl he appears as the open 
and avowed enemy of Vigjjantius. 

The latter, for some time, afforded hira no pretextor ex- 
cuse for attacking him. Had Vinilantius bepn really an 
offender against the morality or the essential doctrines of 
Christianity, Jerome would easily have been able to crush 
him at once. But even Baronius, with aU his hostility, is 
obliged to make this striking admission, that Vigilnn- 
tius, up to the time he avowed his repugnance to the 
veneration of relics, was regarded as a holy man. Not 
one instance of immorality or heresy is adduced during 
the six years that intervened between the libel (as it 
was called) of Vigiiantius against Jerome, and the 
treatise which he then wrote against the prevailing 
superstitions. 

What the precise character of this work w.is, we do not 
pos!-es5 the means of ascertaining, as the work has un- 
fortunately not come down to our time : we can only 
gatlier its import from the nature of the attacks that 
wcri.'. nuide on it. It afforded Jerome, howercr, the pre- 
text wliioU he seems to have long looked for. In 
two letters, one addressed to his correspondent Riparias, 
and th.j second written 'at the request of Kiparins and 
l)c!iideriu3, ho exerted all his great powers of sarcasm and 
invective, in order to crush the Gallic Reformer and tUe 
opinions which he advocated. 

Wo are prevented, by want of sp.ice, from inserting 
these letters, al;hou;jh sume portions of ihera are of consi- 
derable interest, from the light they cast on the state of 
the Western Ciiurch at that time. It is evident, indeei], 

' *' In urbe ce'.ebcrrinia in qua curia, in i\v?. aula inil-tam, in quit 
eccria, mim', scurrce. et omiilH su" t. qn« sol nt in cucteris urMt>ut, 
Ac."— Hier. Epist. ad l*a»l 13, torn, iv., ii., p. C.^. 

i VIrte TilUmonf, Mem. Eccl. vol. ill., p . 195. 

•< We learn this fact 0-. the auttiority of Jerome, who, In the year 
40i, \vioic thu.s to Riparius : '* H« (VlRilantlus) cl?moored at^ainst 
ime, * iv.ter Adrin; fluctns, C-jitiiq'ie regis alpea."'*— Vide TUtemont, 
ton. xii., p. Vib. 



that the opiDiw advocated hf Jvome rapp o cting sai^Hind I 
nljc worship, ^though, as ^e cOkceive^ jdeviatmg widely 
fi-om the pure doctrine of holy 9|riptu|a, do not l||| any 
melons go to the dangerous a|id epltrava^lnt Ieqgtb»whica 
the Churcfrtjf Rome has since arrived- *t.- Thns-, ftr in- 
stancSt the fQllowin£ passage iti Jerome's, letter to Bifia- 
ritis has sadly perplexed the modem adVocates of saint 
worship : " We do not worship nor adora the angels, nor the 
arctiangels. nor tbq cherubim, nor the seTatAiim, nor aay 
nami! that is named, not cnly in this world, but also in that 
wbioh is to come ^lest we serve the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever."' It seems rather difScnlt 
to recoocile these wotds'of Jerome, with the decree of the 
Council of Trent, which teaches '' that it is a good and 
useful thing suppliantly to invoke the saiata, and to take 
refuge in their prayers, their aid, and their assistance'' ™ 
Jerome, as we, have seen, expresdy repudiates the thought 
of adoring, that is, of praying to beatified spiri ts, be they 
angeis or martyrs. The Church of Rome h^ dedd^ thai 
the saints ar« to be invoked in prayer. And this differ- 
ence is the more remarkable, because in the very Utter 
from which the above extract ia taken, Jerome censured 
Vigiiantius in the strongeM terou for pointing pat an 
abttise that was certain to lead to saint worship. 

It is truly painful, however, to any calm and impar- 
tial reader of these letters to see the sad exhibition of 
angry and uncharitable passion which they present. 
Neither age, nor religious principle, iMr regard for 
the commonest courtesies of life, could restrain Jerome 
from indulging in the coarsest abuse of his antagonist ; 
and no person who wishes to look upon him with respect, 
for the great services which his literary labours have 
rendered to the Church, can avoid a deep feeling of 
sorrow and regret when his eja rests on the following I 
passage at the opening of the second letter : — j 

'* Many sorts of monsters have been bom in this world. \ 
We read in Isaiah of centaars and satyrs, owls and . 
dragons. Job in mystic language describes the leviathan 
I and the behemoth. The fables of the poets tell of 
! Cerberus and the Stymphalidae, of the Erymanthian ' 
! boar and the Nemean lion, of the chimeera ^d the 
! many-headed hydra. Virgil describes Cacus. Spain 
: gave birth to the three-formed Geryon. Gaul alone has 
'■ had no monsters, but has always abounded in the 
bravest and most eloquent of men. Suddenly arose 
'Vigiiantius."" 

i We doubt if the whole compass of ancient or modern ' 
; literature affords a more singular specimen of angry 
ritupcfation than the above CHtr.tct presents to us. The 
; writer evidently sat down to his work resolved to hurl 
against the devoted object of his wrath all the abusive 
: epithets that liia fertile imagination could suggest, and 
to overwhelm him among the ruins. He seems to have 
I searched deep in the gloomy recesses of his capacious 
mind for every horrible Action of mythology, every 
monstrous image of Scripture, every frightful and ex- 
travagant imagination of poetry, in order to come forth 
: at last with the tremendous asseveration that Vigiiantius 
w.is more monstrous and more horrible than them all. 

There is some excuse for a speaker in a public assembly, 
who, when attacked by ridicule and sarcasm, gives way 
to the irritation of the mpment, and endeavours to de- 
fend himself with the same weapons by which he has 
bien assailed. Such, however, were not the circumstan- 
ces under which the passage which we have just quoted 
was composed. It was written in the stillness of night," 
in a hermit's cell at Bethlehem, within a stone's throw 
, of the spot where our blessed Lord was born, and where 
the angels proclaimed to the shepherds the heavenly 
; message of "Peace on earth, good will towards men." 
I Moreover, at the time we speak of, Jerome had attained the 
I advanced age of three score and fifteen years. Great as 
I were his attainments in learning, profound as were his 
I abilities, matured as was bis experience, his language on 
. this occasion proves how little pr,>gTe8s he had made in 
! that Christian charity which " suff^reth long and is 
kind." We scarcely know of any passage which more 
aptly exemplifies the trutli of the Apostle's warning re- 
specting the evils of an unbridled tongue : — " Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth. And the tongue 
is a fire, a world of iniquity ; so is the ton:;ue among 
our members, that it defileth the whole body, and set- 
teth on fire the course of nature, and it is set on fire of 
hoU" (James iii. 6). 

We will not weary the patience of our readers by 
going through the various arguments, or attempts at 
ar gument, by which J erome endeavours to meet the ob- 

' No3 utlt«m nnn Aiigelo>^, n')n Architngelo-j, non Clleruttim, nca 
SyiMptilm, et omne nom'n qujj nomiaaiur et In prsescnti ^ujcul) et ia 
fitturo, col'mus et adornoug ; na serviamus creaturn: potiua quam 
Creator!, qui est bcDcdictus in aflsculo.''— Hier. Oper. torn. iv. ii.. p. 
■i-H. Ed. Kea. 

■" nnnant atque utits case suppllcitcr sanctoa iovocare, et ad eomm 
or.-xtionej, opem, aLXilium confugere. — tecr. Cone. "Trid. Seas. xxt. 

" Mnlta tn orbe raoii.stra Reuerat'l sutit. Centauros et Sirenas, 
ulnl^^s e: onocrolalos in Isa;5 Iccimus. Job leviattian et belieuiotb 
mysiico aermone deacribit. Cerberum et Stympb^ilidaa, apramque 
Erimaiittiinm et leonemNemaium, chimairani atqueliydrammultornm 
capitiim uarrant f.ibuhi: poetaruin. Cacum deacribit Virsilius. Trl- 
foraidra Geryyaera Hispaoia^ prodidenmL Sola GiilJia monatra non 
hab'Ji', ?ecl viris semper fortibus et eloquentisslmii abundavlt. Exortos 
eacanbito Vici!antiiis.— llieron. Opeia., torn. W., para ii, p. 2sO, fid. 
Ben. I*ari8 l;uS. 

" This is tile author's own account of the matter. « I have dictated 
these obaerratiuas at the request of the Ixoly preabytera, during the 
f t<idy of a ^iu^'lc uitjbt (uaiua noctii; lucubratlsac)."— Hlec. at aof ra. 




ins made by Vigjiwstias agaiijpt the nv>nutic sys- 
vid stint and rello vonhip — objections der^d for 
lost ffrt fh>;n the mrd of Ood, in which tb«tGallic 
lyter jftrovt* himjclf to have twen deeply coniersant. 
Wnb,^l» have already been frequently itscussed 
in oar pages ; ttnd our limits warn us that we must con- 
clude. 

Tbettoultof J(B»ome's attempt to silence and crush 
Vigilantitis, 1>y Mandering him, and calling for his 
destruction, is not exactly known ; for, in fact, Jerome's 
treatise against him is the last contemporaneous histori- 
cal notice extant, and his fate is involved in mystery. 
Whether he was banished from Aquitain, by Exuperius, 
Bishop of Tholoiisc, and ended his days in peace as a 
preacher of the Gospel at Baioakna,' according to oiM . 
accoimt ; or whether, as some writers think, he perished 
in that formidable invasion of the .barbarians from 
Germany which, as Gibbon says, burst about that time, 
over the provinces of GanU is now only matter £or con- 
jecture. The latter ia, perhaps, the most probable, 
according to Dr. Gilly. " Most likely," Ite writes, 
" Vigiiantius perished about the year ld9, in the first 
irraptiou of iha northern invaders, when they passed 
from Gaul to Spain. In that m^sacre, unsparing of age, 
or sex. or sanctity, the fierce barbarians swept young 
and old, clergy and laity, into one indiscriminate grave, 
and put an end to the warning voice ot ' the presbjtet 
Vigiiantius, the Protestant of Ids age.*"' 

But did the effects of his protest survive Vigiiantius? 
Was there any perpetuation of the principles for which 
he lifted up his voice ? If these principles were in ac- 
cordance with the everlasting truth or God's revealed 
word, beyond all doubt the seed which he sowed did 
fall on some ground which retained and reproduced it. 
The bare fact that Jerome had recotirse to expedients of 
falsehood and oppression, te silence a witness of such 
humble pretensions as the presbyter of an obscure parish 
at the foot Of the Pyrenees, is of itself a sign that the 
cause of the calumniatoT was bad, and that of the caltuu-. 
niated was good. We know thai St. Augustine himself 
would have taken a more active part in exposing the 
abuses and the idolatroiu tendency of saint and relic 
worship, had he not been deterred by the fear of stirring 
up evil and angry passions. " I dare not," said he, " con- 
demn many practices of this sort more freely, because I 
must take care not to excite scandal in some persona 
who are holy, and in others who are turbulent." And he 
adds, in wordi which it is to be wished that the Church 
of Rome had borte more constantly iii mind, "The saints 
are to be honoured by imitating them, not adored tmder ' 
pretext of religion."' We know also that the Conncil of 
Carthage would have condemned more emphatically the 
evils consequent upon the exhumation iind consecration 
of the relics of the martyrs, if there had not been an i^- 

Srehension of popular tumults arising out of the pro- 
ibition of these practices. None had courage to resist 
the increasing mischief, but men who, Uke the Gtdlic 
presbyter, were especially strengthened by Gk>d to do so. 
The lond voice of error, however, is always more popu- 
lar than the still voice of truth. Under obloquy and 
clamour Vigihmtius sunk ; but it does not, therefore, 
follow that his teaching fell to the ground void and 
none effect. " Cast thy bread upon the waters," saith 
the wise king of o!d, " and thou shalt find it after many 
days" (Eccles. xi. 1). 



ST. CYPRIAJI AND HIS OPINIONS. 
Wb undertook in a recent number to establish out of 
St. Cyprian's works that his views were utterly at varianca 
with the doctrines of the present Church of Home on the 
subject of the Papal supremacy. We now proceed to 
give some extracts in addition to tliose already given 
from Cyprian's writings, to establish the truth of our 
assertions. To render unambiguous what we profess to 
prove, we repeat the statement of it verbatiti from our 
August number (supra, p. 94) : — 

" Our summary is this — that St. Cyprian believed that 
all canonically elected and consecrated Bishops, wherever 
situate, who were recognised by the Church at large as 
so appointed, exercised an authority iadependeot of each 
other, and were irresponsible to any power except 
their divine Lord Himself, or a povincial Synod. 
That tliis episcopal college o.vud each other recip^ocaI, 
advice and assistance, and were bound to maintain the 
unity of the Church of which they were the joint and 
concurrent guardians and defenders. That no oue Bishop 
had the power of dictating to or governing other 
Bishops, nor was there any power of appealing from 
the decisions of provincuil or metropolitical Synods to 
any foreign authority, at Rome or elsewhere. That it 
was quite as much liis (Cyprian's) duty and office, as 
Bishop of Carthage, to counsel and remonstrate with the 
Bishop of Rome as it was tlic duty and office of the 
Bishop ef Bome to counsel and remonstrate with him, 

» This ia ttie accoiuit given by Gennadtus. " In Hispanift Barcl- 
BOaeiMlaparochla- i cclesiam tennit"— Gemiad- Cat Scrip. Eccl. 35. 

a"Tb« presbyiLT ViRiiantioa, the Protestant of his age, armly, 
thoagh ineiTecLu; ly, withstood the superstition of monks, relic% safnti^ 
taat*, &c.; for vhicli Jerotne compares him to the IlyJra, CerLerns, the' 
Centaurs, .^c, and canaiders him only as the organ of the drntnoa."— , 
Oifebon, note to chap, xxviii. 

, ■* -' Hon >randi er^o sunt propter imitatioQeai, aou adonudi propter 
religiuucm. ' 



